yvards Mrs Harris did what she could for hoth mother
and child, though her hands were full enough with
little Ally, who was too ill to be left for very long.
Mr Harris tried all day in vain to find another nurse.
Before the siege began Mr Polehampton had
befriended a young Indian who had learnt English
at the Martinifere College and wished to become a
Christian. He was an orphan. The Hindus with
whom he lived took a dislike to him when they
discovered his sympathies, and at last the mistress
of the house forbade him to eat with the rest of them.
He therefore begged the chaplain to let him live
somewhere in a corner of his compound, and Pole-
hampton found a little room for him and employed
Mm on clerical work and interpreting. The Babu, as
he was called, was baptised just before the invest-
ment of the Residency. The chaplain told him to
write to his brother in England if he and Mrs Pole-
hampton should be killed in the troubles, and gave
him fifty rupees (five pounds), which was all he
would accept.
After Mrs Polehampton had left the hospital for
the Begam Kothi, the Babu used to do all kinds of
work for her, and even insisted on washing her
clothes. He came in one day with his white clothing
soaked with blood, looking faint but curiously happy.
She asked what was the matter. He replied: CI am
very glad; I have been shot in the head.5 Mrs
Polehampton 'had already noticed that he was quite
indifferent to his own safety, but it startled her to
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